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One, De,ﬁ;ijrion mf
DLFFERENTLATLON

“The efforts of teachers to

respond to variance within a

classroom.”
-Tomlinson 2013
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il DLFFERENTLATLON 1§ DLFFERENTLATION LS NOT: :

Y/ VS

e Understanding readiness e Assigning more work to early
e Allowing for choice finishers
e Facilitating high-level thinking e Asking students to teach material
e Quality planning they already know
w e High expectations for ALL e Giving every student an individual
assignment

Yo MZ@



“HEN /HOW DID DIFFERENTTATION BECOME A KEY FOCUS FOR GUSD?
L 2013... ¢

No state test scores would be available in 2014
because of shift to new academic standards
(CCSS) and no matching test yet.

It had been 7 years since any
work in differentiation had been

Changes in categorical done in GUSD. X ¢

funding for GATE*

The state nolonger funds GATE, specifically. However, during the creation of the LCAP (Local Control Accountability Plan)
the district deemed it essential to fund Gifted Support in an effort to promote excellence and equity for all students,
including the needs of our gifted learners.This funding supports the differentiation that takes place within the regular
school day and within the classroom. GUSD earmarks funds for Gifted Support through teacher&rainings and
support, Math Club, & summer enrichment-for identified 5th & 6th grade students.



W
“Research says that, a teacher is
said to have two to three times
the impact of any other school
factor, including services,
facilities, and leadership.
Effective feaching has the
potential to help level the playing
field for individual and family
characteristics largely outside of
a school’s control.”

Teachers Mattergdnderstanding Teachers' Impact on Student Achievement, Santa Monica, CA: RANK Corp. 2012 W



o ™ GES (Gifted Educotion Suppart)
Mission ijajromnjr‘

To support social and emotional development and
provide challenging learning opportunities responsive
to the needs of high-ability students using
research-based, differentiated instructional practices
applied, but not limited to, grade-level standards.



&

TIMEFOR 2 or 3

—

. QUESTLONS



W

3 KEY APPROACHES TO DLFFERENTLATION WITHIN EVERY GUSD CLASSROOM ~ *

DEPTH AND INDEPENDENT A
COMPLEXTTY STUDY




< I \/\”\ Jr IS DQ’FH‘ anA Comrlerj
T 202 e (Qriginated from the 1994
L ek California Department of Ed. ﬁ o g
» i | @ framework ~
— e Wasfirst described as a “thinking
oo : curriculum,” because it increased
— the level of academic challenge
o for gifted and high-ability
Jep alic students
. ~le e Asetof 11 prompts that elicit

open-ended thinking and
reasoning



b 1 PROMPTS OF DEPTH AND COMPLEXTTY L

ELEMENTS OF DEPTH ELEMENTS OF COMPLEXITY

@Language ofa =
Discipline 66 Multiple

Perspectives

% Details

g %  Change
(;.i?; Patterns ?;D Unanswered e Over Time

® ¢ Questions

P 7 ~ Across
r’/\'\/ Trends ]l BigIdea

Disciplines




ROU.I. ﬁt OUT D ;' (:, GUSD’s Depth and Complexity Grade-Level Progression

GUSD teachers work with grade
level partners to ensure that their
students are “experts” on the
prompts their grade level is
responsible for teaching and/or
reviewing.

As parents, you.can bring these
prompts into your discussions
outside the classroom setting.

It is important to note — teachers o m%m 566 n ‘E

report that Rules, Trends and

2 Across Disciplines are the most m%m 566 n ‘E ' -

challenging for students to
identify and connect to during 6th Gl . . el 0 _ Il . | |
classroom discussions and on m% m _ E 66 n ‘H .

assignments.

A



T DEPTH AND COMPLEXTIY °

< |

M. | § 8 | Wha“" Language Y RAM E S
Big Idea abb( a 1 (s p;,;';ﬁ;m
\/\“\(1‘}' ClD we kn‘ou) Q ’\IIO U M

sed when
about Earth ‘(mo[ its talking about EarJ«?h
neighbors? and s r\e‘lghbors :

U3wz

W dig ® What do we know about Earth and
1o leayn (lbo[,d—e/ Gntinye, it's neighbors?
0Ver +ime? Space J

Over Time

o Whot vocaboulary is used to
Rl (55 Earth and if's neighbors?
vV

e
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https://youtu.be/FgjcBYjDH_w

it

/N SLONY =
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(NTVERSAL THEMES

*We put things in order.
Kindergarten Order +Order helps us to organize.
*Order is th ite of chaos. H - -
or s 0 cpposte o hace A universal theme is an idea that
«Patterns have parts that are repeated.
1st Grad Patt +Patt ble us t dict. ~
st Grade ik e i applies to anyone regardless of
+Causes and effects can be purposeful or accidental. H
2nd Grade Cause and Effect *Causes and effects can be hurtful or helpful. Cu_ItLJraI dlﬁm, or
-Causes can have a ripple effect. . . .
geographic location. Universal
+Everything is related in some way.
, ; +Relationshi rful.
adGrade | Relatonships | o0 erime. themes are ways to connect

*Relationships have rules.

- +Systems are made of parts that work together. i deas acr Oss all diSCip Iin es- A ﬁ
Systems

+Systems interact.

+Systems can be man-made or natural. theme is a Central idea about the

+Systems can be open or closed.

il 1€ ool human condition. Itis a
5th Grade Change iGnangs.can be. positive or negative.
+Change is inevitable. o o o
+Change can be evolutionary or revolutionary. genera I lzatlon about IlFe Or

*Power can be man-made or natural.
*Power is the ability to influence. hU| I lan natu re.
6th Grade Power
*Power can be used or abused.
-Power is always present in some form. ﬁ
L

4th Grade




Lok o "SYSTEMS' - 4 gode UNIVERSAL THEME -

By lar Byrd, www.Byrdseed.TV Video of Mrs. Farver, 4th Grade Teacher, Eliwood

A


http://www.byrdseed.tv
https://youtu.be/ftr1Kyuk6TI

UNTVERSAL THEME BULLETIN BOARDS

v h o gowel bY

e Wiold |

C /e ""‘ .'/[-
;f/ﬁ cz»c{‘ 3] I

K- 6 GUSD classrooms utilize Universal Theme bulletin boards. Mg
w
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stems are made
of parts that
work. together.

Systerns can be
umon-made.

natural.

Systems can be

open or closed.
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WHAT 1S TNDEPENDENT STUDY?

Students with unique

Independent Study is : -
and/or high ability tend to

designed to accommodate

varied interests and abilities \ ‘ / !dentify strong areas of
of individual students in the :gtireﬁi:;@ \c/;lejgoﬁ(;u?r?ey
classroom. The steps of s '
Independent Study follow the @ — Sﬁﬁgr(:g?lg% ; tr:)i?gsf?r:at
rocess of academic - ]
P while may be academic,

research and include:
identifying an area of
interest, writing a research
question, gathering
resources, researching,

¢ summarizing, and sharing
findings.

may not be covered in
school. Independent
Study offers students the
opportunity to research
interests of their own and
further practice reading,
informative writing, and
oral presentation skills.

A



e

* Offered to specific ;
ndependenc | oo | INATINRIED
Study L WHERE, WY ¢ HOW?

FaCilitatiOn * Assigned to gifted students

* Optional for all

, s *Used as a way to compact
*Done with whole clas Y P This is to certify that

first, then made optional
for all the rest of the year

curriculum when a student £

alread 5
y has dePth of has participatedinthe Goleta Union School District's
knowledge on a topic you

are a‘ bo Ut to teac h fl The Goleta Union School District would like to congratulate you.

It takes curiosity and commitment to facilitate academic research, and we honor your effort!

TOPIC: DATE: May 23, 2019

B e e

[ ) o
Differentiation Specialist Asst. Supt. Instructional Services Superintendent



https://youtu.be/bjN_ApYH9E8
https://youtu.be/bjN_ApYH9E8

W

Website resources:
www:byrdseed-com™ lan Byrd's free
website is designed for teachers but he
has a lot of information that would also
be great for parents seeking ways to
better understand and support
differentiation at home.

https://cagifted.org/parents - Califernia
Association for the Gifted has a whole
section dedicated to supporting parents
of high-achieving students.

https://www.readingrockets:org/article/
differentiation-tips-parents -Reading
Rockets’ website has a great
explanation of differentiation and
several links to other resources.

2% 4

RESOURCES TOR PARENTS

Resources in writing:

The Number Talks curriculum is
an excellent resource if you want
to better understand the
Common Core approach to
teaching basic math skills. (PDF
linked)

Living with'Intensity, Susan
Daniels, Ph.D. and Michael M.
Piechowski,Ph.D. (Available on
Amazon)

In- person resources:
Your child's teacher and principal

Your GES Parent Rep R
(see next slide)

Your GES Teacher Rep
(see next slide)

Jill Means, GES TOSA -
[means@qgoleta.kl2.ca.us
805-681-1200 x 2265



http://www.byrdseed.com
https://cagifted.org/parents
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/differentiation-tips-parents
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/differentiation-tips-parents
http://www.mathnumbertalks.com/media/file/index/Grade3-5_Number_Talks.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Intensity-Understanding-Sensitivity-Excitability/dp/0910707898
mailto:jmeans@goleta.k12.ca.us

GLFTED EDUCATION SUPPORT (GES)
PARENT AND TEACHER SLTE REPS

Schools Teacher Representatives Parent Representatives

Brandon Jenny Husak (5%)

El Camino Ruthie Manzo (1%) Cressida Silvers
Eliwood Julia Cirincione (5') Jenn Birchim

Foothill/GFS Elisa Drelie (FH)
Teri Briggs (4-6") Silke Werth (GFS)

Hollister Eric Prothero (6')

Isla Vista - Deena Ferro
Morgan Senzamici (6™)

Kellogg Sora Young (4%) Kara Rocque

La Patera Greta Bruneel

Camille Vaughn (3)

Mountain View . Karla Smith
Nina Bolton (1%!)

Board Member- President Vicki Ben-Yaacov (2021)

GES Advisory Council Teacher Rep. Julia Cirincione
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Still have questions?

jmeans@qoleta.k12.ca.us
805-681-1200 x2265 w

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and
infographics & images by Freepik
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