Thank you for coming!

Please pick up a “Traits of
Giftedness” handout as you are
coming in. While you are waiting
for us to get started, please
circle any traits that you feel
apply to your child (or children).
This is just for your own
information; We will not be
discussing this handout during
the presentation tonight.
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“WHEN /HOW DID DIFFERENTLATION BECOME A KEY FOCUS FOR GUSD?

w
No state test scores would be available in 2014
because of shift to new academic standards
(CCSS) and no matching test yet.
It had been 7 years since any
work in differentiation had been
Changes in categorical done in GUSD. o

funding for GATE*

The state nolonger funds GATE, specifically. However, during the creation of the LCAP (Local Control Accountability Plan)
the district deemed it essential to fund Gifted Support in an effort to promote excellence and equity for all students,
including the needs of our gifted learners. This funding supports the differentiation that takes place within the

regular school day and within the classroom. GUSD earmarks funds for Gifted Support thro%h teacher trainings
and support, Math Clgb, & Summer Enrichment-for identified 5th & 6th grade students.



W
“Research says that, a teacher is
said to have two to three times
the impact of any other school
factor, including services,
facilities, and leadership.
Effective feaching has the
potential to help level the playing
field for individual and family
characteristics largely outside of
a school’s control.”

Teachers Mattergdnderstanding Teachers' Impact on Student Achievement, Santa Monica, CA: RANK Corp. 2012 W
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DIFTERENTLATION

“The efforts of teachers to
respond to variance within a
classroom.”

-Tomlinson 2013
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b DIFFERENTTATTON LS: DIFEERENTTATION IS NOT: :

Y/ VS

e Understanding readiness e Assigning more work to early
e Allowing for choice finishers
e Facilitating high-level thinking ~ ® Assigning students to teach
e Quality planning material they already know
%* e High expectations for ALL e (iving students individual
assignments
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3 KEY APPROACHES TO DLFFERENTLATION WITHIN EVERY GUSD CLASSROOM ~ *

DEPTH AND PASSLON A
COMPLEXTTY PROJECTS




What is DeFH\ and Camplexity”

e (riginated from the 1994
California Department of Ed. ﬁ o g
framework ~
e Wasfirst described as a “thinking
curriculum,” because it increased
the level of academic challenge
for gifted and high-ability
students
e Asetof 11 prompts that elicit
open-ended thinking and

reasoning
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GUSD’s Depth and Complexity Grade-Level Progression

ROLLING OUT D ¢ €

GUSD teachers work with grade
level partners to ensure that their
students are “experts”on the
prompts their grade level is
responsible for teaching and/or
reviewing.
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https://youtu.be/FgjcBYjDH_w

(NTVERSAL THEMES

*We put things in order.
Kindergarten Order +Order helps us to organize.
*Order is th ite of chaos. H - -
or s 0 cpposte o hace A universal theme is an idea that
«Patterns have parts that are repeated.
1st Grad Patt +Patt ble us t dict. ~
st Grade ik e i applies to anyone regardless of
+Causes and effects can be purposeful or accidental. H
2nd Grade Cause and Effect *Causes and effects can be hurtful or helpful. Cu_ItLJraI dlﬁm, or
-Causes can have a ripple effect. . . .
geographic location. Universal
+Everything is related in some way.
, ; +Relationshi rful.
adGrade | Relatonships | o0 erime. themes are ways to connect

*Relationships have rules.

- +Systems are made of parts that work together. i deas acr Oss all diSCip Iin es- A ﬁ
Systems

+Systems interact.

+Systems can be man-made or natural. theme is a Central idea about the

+Systems can be open or closed.

il 1€ ool human condition. Itis a
5th Grade Change iGnangs.can be. positive or negative.
+Change is inevitable. o o o
+Change can be evolutionary or revolutionary. genera I lzatlon about IlFe Or

*Power can be man-made or natural.
*Power is the ability to influence. hU| I lan natu re.
6th Grade Power
*Power can be used or abused.
-Power is always present in some form. ﬁ
L

4th Grade
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Universal Theme

Introducing A

By lan Byrd, www
, .Byrdseed.TV
Video of Mrs. Far
. Farver, 4th Grade Teach
er, Ellwood



http://www.byrdseed.tv
https://youtu.be/ftr1Kyuk6TI

UNTVERSAL THEME BULLETIN BOARDS
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K- 6 GUSD classrooms utilize Universal Theme bulletin boards. Mg
w
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Passion Projects are
designed to accommodate

varied interests and abilities
of individual students in the

classroom. The steps of
Passion Projects follow-the
process of academic
research and include:
identifying an area of
interest, writing a research
question, gathering
resources, researching,
summarizing, and sharing
findings.

WHAT ARE PASSION PROJECTS?

N\, T

,Q/

Students with unique
and/or high ability tend to
identify strong areas of
interest at a very young
age. Highly curious, they
often display a need for
understanding topics that,
while may be academic,
may not be covered in
school. Passion Projects
offer students the
opportunity to research
interests of their own and
further practice reading,
informative writing, and
oral presentation skills.

A
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« Done with whole class
first, then made optional
for all the rest of the year

* Offered to specific
students who are
passionate about a topic

* Assigned to gifted students

* Optional for all

*Used as a way to compact
curriculum when a student
already has depth of
knowledge on a topic you
are about to teach

WHO, WHAT, WHEN.
WHERE, WHY ¢ HOW?

has participated mthe GoletaUni

TOPIC:

This is to certify that

Yrogit

School District's

% nlon School District would like to congratulate you.
It takes curiosity and commitment to facilitate academic research, and we honor your effort!

DATE: May 23, 2019

e

o

[
Differentiation Specialist

o
Asst. Supt. Instructional Services

Superintendent



https://youtu.be/bjN_ApYH9E8
https://youtu.be/bjN_ApYH9E8
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To support social and emotional development and
provide challenging learning opportunities responsive
to the needs of high-ability students using
research-based, differentiated instructional practices
applied, but not limited to, grade-level standards.



Gifted Education Support (GES) Committees
ﬁ 2022-2023

Jeannette Todd & Megan McCarter/ Yan Lebeau
Ruthie Manzo
GI-¥-|‘ED EDUCATI—O N SUPPORT ( GES) Nulosho einri Melome Cain

PARENT AND TEACHER STE REPS

T R R

e R e
Laurie Lowe

| vemseeey |

Board Member Vicki Ben-Yaacov

GES PA(
Teacher Rep

Meeting Dates, Agendas & Minutes

Teacher Advisory Committee Parent Advisory Committee
Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:00

9/20/22, 3:15-4:15 - Agenda / Minutes 9/21/22 - Agenda/Minutes
(potential meeting datesftimes:) 11/30/22 - Agenda/Minutes
10/12/22, 8:00 - 3:00 - GES Workshop 3/1/22 - Agenda/Minutes
10/25/22, 3:15 - 4:45 (Formerly CAC/GES) 5/10/22 - Agenda/Minutes
November CogAT appeals meeting

12/6/22, 3:15 - 4:45 (Formerly CAC/GES)

2/8/23, 8:00 - 3:00 GES Workshop
2/28123, 3:15 - 4:45 (Formerly CAC/GES)
4/4/23, 8:00 - 3:00 GES Workshop

5/9/23, 3:15 - 4:45 (Formerly CAC/GES)
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Website resources:
www:byrdseed-com™ lan Byrd's free
website is designed for teachers but he
has a lot of information that would also
be great for parents seeking ways to
better understand and support
differentiation at home.

https://cagifted.org/parents - Califernia
Association for the Gifted has a whole
section dedicated to supporting parents
of high-achieving students.

https://www.readingrockets:org/article/
differentiation-tips-parents -Reading
Rockets’ website has a great
explanation of differentiation and
several links to other resources.

2% 4

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS

Resources in writing:

The Number Talks curriculum is
an excellent resource if you want
to better understand the
Common Core approach to
teaching basic math skills. (PDF
linked)

Living with'Intensity, Susan
Daniels, Ph.D. and Michael M.
Piechowski,Ph.D. (Available on
Amazon)

In- person resources:
Your child's teacher and principal

Your GES Parent Rep R
Your GES Teacher Rep
Jill Means, GES TOSA -

[means@qusd.us
805-681-1200 x 2265



http://www.byrdseed.com
https://cagifted.org/parents
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/differentiation-tips-parents
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/differentiation-tips-parents
http://www.mathnumbertalks.com/media/file/index/Grade3-5_Number_Talks.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Intensity-Understanding-Sensitivity-Excitability/dp/0910707898
mailto:jmeans@goleta.k12.ca.us

" i

OUESTIONS?
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Still have questions?

jmeans@qusd.us
805-681-1200 x2265 w

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and
infographics & images by Freepik
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